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Thank you for taking the time to consider how the General Lew
Wallace Study and Museum can fit into your classroom. We are
always excited by the opportunity to share Lew Wallace history. We
hope that by helping teachers integrate the museum experience into
the classroom experience, you, your students, and their families will
see the Museum as an effective resource. Although Lew Wallace is
GENERAL LEW WALLACE known as an important figure in Indiana history for his role in the
STUIRY & MUSEUM Civil War and his authorship of Ben-Hur, he was truly a
Renaissance Man and a study of his life can follow many potential
avenues. We offer the following information and activities as
background and as a starting point to make a visit to the Museum more than an isolated event.
We also have a new section of our website aimed at 4™ graders doing local history. It can be
found under the heading “For Kids” in the Resources section of the website (www.ben-hur.com).
By providing better links to Indiana history and by integrating the visit into the classroom, we
hope that a trip to the Museum will be a worthwhile educational event instead of a “day off”
from school.

This packet is a work in progress, and we would love for you to contribute to it. If you develop
activities you would like to share with us and with other teachers, please tell us about them so we
can include them in future versions. We want the Museum to be useful to you, so please let us
know how we can help. Feel free to contact Stacy Klingler, Assistant Director, at 362-5769 or
study@wico.net.
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Biography of General Lew Wallace

General Lewis Wallace, known for most of his life as “Lew,” was born in Brookville,
Indiana, on April 10, 1827. He was the second of four sons born to David and Esther Test
Wallace. His father was a lawyer, a politician and an 1821 graduate of West Point.

When Lew was five years old, the family moved to Covington, Indiana, in Fountain
County. The family lost the third son, John, to scarlet fever during this move. Lew’s father was
lieutenant governor of the State of Indiana at that time and was away from home a lot. Lew’s
mother wasn’t well and died of “galloping consumption” when Lew was seven. She is buried in
Covington at the cemetery on Liberty Street. The Wallace boys were taken in by a neighbor,
Mrs. Hawkins, while David continued his career.

In 1836, David Wallace married Zerelda Sanders (age 19). By 1837 she had become not
only a new bride and stepmother to three half-grown boys, but First Lady of Indiana when her
David Wallace became the sixth governor of the state. The family moved to Indianapolis where
Lew had the run of the State House library. He wasn’t a good student and didn’t like school. He
hated math, but he loved to read

Lew’s interest in art began with his early drawings of friends and battles. Jacob Cox had
been hired to paint David Wallace’s portrait as governor. Lew helped grind his paint. (It came in
hard cakes and had to be ground to powder and mixed with oil.) One day he took some of the
paint and made a brush with hair he pulled from his dog’s tail. His parents found the painting, a
picture of Chief Black Hawk. David laughed at the supplies, said the picture was recognizable,
but discouraged his son’s interest in art. He told him he would not be able to make a living as an
artist in Indiana.

At the age of 16, Lew was told to get a job because he wasn’t paying enough attention to
his schooling. He applied to the County Clerk in Marion County for work and began copying
records, which netted him $18.00 a week ($0.10 for every 100 words), which was enough to live
on. Still he found he did not want to be a copyist for the rest of his life, so he began studying
nights on his own. He decided to become a lawyer and studied law with his older brother under
his father.

In 1846, about the time he was ready to take the bar exam, the Mexican War began. Lew
was 19 and 2™ Sergeant of the Marion Rifles, an Indianapolis militia group. He decided to
organize a troop of men to fight in the war, and as a result, neglected his studies. He failed the
bar exam, but the group he organized became Co. H of the 1 Indiana Infantry. He was their 2™
Lieutenant. The company didn’t see much action but lost a lot of men to disease.

Returning home after the war he resumed his law studies and passed the bar exam in 1849.
He also began playing the violin around this time. He opened a law office in Covington early in
1850. He met Susan Elston of Crawfordsville at a party at the home of Henry and Joanna Lane.
Henry was Lew’s commanding officer in the Mexican war and Joanna was Susan’s sister. Isaac
Elston, Susan’s father, was a prominent businessman founder of the Elston Bank. He was not
impressed with Lew, but Susan accepted his proposal and said she wait until he had established
himself.



With this incentive Lew began his law career and was soon elected Prosecuting Attorney
of the 1% Congressional District. They were married May 6, 1852, and lived in Covington about
a year. Their only child, Henry Lane Wallace, was born there on February 17, 1853. Shortly
after the birth of their son, Lew and Susan moved to Crawfordsville to live. In April of 1856
Lew organized another militia group which became known as the Montgomery Guards. In
October of that same year Lew was elected to the Indiana State Senate.

When the Civil War began, Governor Oliver P. Morton sent for Lew and appointed him
Adjutant General of the state, a job he kept for only ten days. It was his responsibility to
organize the troops the federal government would ask Indiana to furnish. They asked for six
regiments, and in five days there were 13 regiments at Camp Morton in Indianapolis. Five days
later, Lew resigned to accept a commission as Colonel of the 11" Indiana Volunteer Infantry.
Before a year had gone by Lew Wallace was a Major General, at 34 years of age, one of the
youngest in the Union Army. He and his men fought at Ft. Henry, Ft. Donelson and Shiloh.
Lew was relieved of command after Shiloh and spend the next two years trying to regain his
command. During that time, whenever there was a military problem, Governor Morton sent for
him. He organized the defense of Cincinnati and was sent to push Morgan’s Raiders out of
Indiana to Ohio.

In March of 1864, President Lincoln asked that Lew Wallace be appointed Commander of
the 8™ Army Corps at Baltimore. By July Lew was in action again at Monocacy where it is said
he saved Washington, D. C., from capture by Confederate troops. Lew spent the early months
of 1865 on a secret mission in Mexico trying to stop the flow of goods across the border into the
Confederacy. By the time he returned to Baltimore, the war had ended, and President Lincoln
had been assassinated.

In May of 1865, Gen. Wallace was appointed second-in-command of the court martial
that tried the Lincoln conspirators. He made sketches of those on trial and later painted the
picture known as “The Conspirators” using those sketches. It is probably his best known
painting. In August of the same year, Gen. Wallace was appointed president of the court that
tried Henry Wirz, Commander of Andersonville Prison in Georgia. The most notorious of
Southern prison camps, men were dying at Andersonville at the rate of a hundred a day the last
summer that it existed. Wirz was convicted and hanged.

Lew then resigned his commission in November 1865 and returned to Crawfordsville. He
spent part of 1866 and 1867 in Mexico, with government approval, supplying arms to the
Juaristas in their attempt to overthrow Maximilian. Maximilian was executed July 17, 1867.
Lew resumed his law practice in 1868 and built a new house that he and Susan lived in for the
rest of their lives. In 1870 he ran for Congress but was defeated (by Mahlon Manson, another
Montgomery County general). He started writing again, something he had done all his life as a
hobby. For twenty years he had been working on a novel about the conquest of Mexico at the
time of Montezuma, told from the Aztec point of view. It was published in 1873 as The Fair
God and sold well for a first effort. That same year, he began the research that would eventually
lead to the book, Ben-Hur.

This book started as a short story describing the first Christmas (Book I of Ben-Hur).
Lew had been fascination with the Bible verses in Matthew describing how the wise men came to
Jerusalem to see the Christ child. (He had always attended church with his family and his wife
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but didn't consider himself religious until the writing of Ben-Hur.) The remainder of the book
was inspired by a conversation on a train trip to Indianapolis in September 1876 with Col.
Robert Ingersoll, one of the best known atheists of the time. By the time they got to
Indianapolis, Lew said he was so ashamed of his ignorance of religion and his inability to answer
the man’s statements that he must study the Bible. In trying to imagine how to make the task
more compelling, he realized in a flash of inspiration that he could write a book detailing the
religious and political situation of the world that “would demonstrate a necessity for a Saviour
(sic).”

Most of the book was written on the Study grounds under that gigantic Beech tree in a
rocker with a lap board on which to write lain across the arms of his chair. The last part of Ben-
Hur was written in the Palace of Governors in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Lew was appointed
Governor of New Mexico Territory in 1878 to settle the Lincoln County Wars. In order to
accomplish this, he granted amnesty to all involved, providing they had not been indicted for any
crimes. Billy the Kid actually testified against others involved in the killings after talking to Gov.
Wallace. But he had been indicted for killing three men, and he escaped from jail to avoid
standing trial. One of the last documents Lew Wallace wrote as governor was Billy’s official
Death Warrant.

In 1881, Lew Wallace was appointed U. S. Minister to Turkey (i.e., the Ottoman
Empire). President Garfield had been hoping to find someone who knew a little about the area.
He read Ben-Hur, a book full of very accurate historic and geographical information, and decided
Lew Wallace was a good choice. During his four years in Turkey, Lew became a very good friend
of Sultan Abdul Hamid II. In 1885, Lew resigned his diplomatic post due to a change of
administration in Washington, D. C. He was becoming a wealthy man because of Ben-Hur and
decided to retire from law and concentrate on his writing. He also started tinkering around in his
workshop and as a result, accumulated 8 U. S. patents.

In 1893, his third novel The Prince of India was published. The story was based on the
legend of the Wandering Jew and dealt with the events leading up the fall of Constantinople in
1453. During the fall of 1894 he started a lecture tour of the west with his subjects being
“Turkey and the Turks,” “How I Came to Write Ben-Hur” and “Shiloh.”

Late in 1895 he started construction on his Study. It was something he had been
dreaming of for twenty years, and he designed it himself. An eclectic mix of Periclean Greek (the
front porch), Roman (the tower) and Byzantine (the main structure) architecture, it took three
years to complete and cost somewhere in the vicinity of $30,000. (See “The Study” for more
information.)

On November 29, 1899, he attended the opening night performance of Ben-Hur on
Broadway. An overnight, smash hit, it ran for twenty-one years, 2500 performances, with the
race actually being run on stage with 8 live horses and two chariots. It was taken on the road
around North America, appeared in Europe and in Australia and New Zealand.

In 1899, Gen. Wallace also bought a farm just west of Crawfordsville which he called
“Water Babble.” It was his summer home and amateur fishery. Its ponds were stocked with
black bass and speckled trout. He purchased the second automobile in Crawfordsville, a 1902
Waverley Electric Model 20A Surrey. He was _ of the way through his autobiography when he



died at his home on February 15, 1905, at the age of 77. He was buried at Oak Hill Cemetery
where his grave is marked with a 30-foot obelisk monument designed by Sidney Speed.

His wife, Susan, completed his autobiography, with the help of her protégé, Mary
Hannah Krout, and published it in 1906. Susan Wallace died October 1, 1907. Henry Lane
Wallace (1853-1926) married Margaret Vance Noble. They had two sons, Lew Wallace, Jr., and
William Noble Wallace. Both grandsons served in World War I, and Noble was killed in France at
the age of 23. Lew, Jr., married Josephine Parrott and had four children, three of whom are still
living.

Written by Joann Spragg, General Lew Wallace Historian, Edited by Stacy Klingler



General Lew Wallace’s Study

“I want a study, a pleasure house for my soul, where no one could hear me make speeches to
myself, and play the violin at midnight if I choose. A detached room away from the world and its
worries. A place for my old age to rest in and grow reminiscent, fighting the battles of youth
over again.” —Gen. Lew Wallace, December 4, 1879.

Late in 1895 Lew Wallace started construction on his Study that he had been dreaming of
for twenty years. He designed it himself as an eclectic mix of Periclean Greek (the front porch),
Roman (the tower) and Byzantine (the main structure) architecture. It took three years to
complete and around $30,000 to build. It was wired for electricity when it was built, as
Crawfordsville had its own power plant by 1891, but it also had gas lights as a backup system.

The building is made of hydraulically pressed, vitrified brick from Akron, Ohio, and
limestone from Bedford, Indiana. The floor of the structure is six inches of cement poured over
corrugated steel plating, supported by floor joists of Carnegie steel “I”” beams. The full basement
has porthole windows that overlooked a pond or lagoon on the east side of the building. It would
eventually become known as the general’s “moat” because it blocked access to the back porch
from the outside of the building. It was also stocked with fish, and the general taught his
grandsons to fish there.

The roof of the structure is copper with a large cupola protecting a skylight in the main
room. The stained glass in the center of the skylight is supposedly from Tiffany. The cupola
was also a ventilation system. The windows could be opened by a system of pulleys that allowed
the hot air to escape through the top of the building.

The tower is forty feet tall and contains the fireplace chimney, as well as the coal furnace
chimney. The gas fireplace is located in an inglenook with benches on the west side of the main
room.

The main room is 25-feet square and about 30 feet high. The woodwork is white oak as
are the bookcases built around the interior walls. On their shelves he eventually place his library
of about 1,200 volumes. In the northwest corner of the room is a full-length sliding mirror that is
disguised as a door. When the Wallace’s entertained at the Study, Lew would amuse himself by
pulling out the mirror to see how long it took the ladies to start primping. Its actual purpose was
for him to use when practicing his speeches.

A small room on the northwest corner of the building was called the “mechanical room”
and has rounded walls in the interior and three arched windows. The staircase to the basement,
located in this room, is narrow, steep and curved. The basement contained a furnace, a
workshop, a working kitchen and a wine cellar.

Crowning the building is a hand-carved limestone frieze with a face in the center of each
side. The faces represent characters from Ben-Hur and The Prince of India. Judah Ben-Hur is
over the front door, Tirzah, his sister, is on the east, the Prince of India on the north and the
Princess Irene (pronounced E-ri-na) on the west.

The building sits in the middle of 3-1/2 acres of wooded grounds in the current Elston
Grove Historic District of Crawfordsville. There was originally a reflecting pool on the
northwest area of the grounds. The “moat” was drained prior to the fall of 1903 for fear that
some child playing on the grounds might fall in when the general was not there to help. At some
point the reflecting pool was filled in, as well.



Morgan's Raid

The textbook Indiana, published by Harcourt Horizons, says the following in reference to
General Lew Wallace: "Governor Morton asked General Lewis Wallace of Brookville to
organize troops to protect Indianapolis. When Morgan heard this, his raiders moved into Ohio."
This is a bit of an exaggeration as to the power of the Wallace name to strike fear into the hearts
of the Confederates. The following is a brief summary of Morgan's Raid.

Morgan's Raid is often cited as the only conflict fought between Northern and Southern
soldiers in Indiana. There were other small skirmishes in which Confederate troops crossed over
the Indiana border; however, Morgan's Raid was certainly the largest and most influential
conflict.

From July 7-13, 1863, General John H. Morgan led a force of approximately 3,000 men,
mostly on horseback, through southern Indiana parallel to the Ohio River. They covered
approximately 200 miles of Indiana roads, sometimes spending more than twenty hours on
horseback. To accomplish this great speed, they stole fresh horses from anyone they could.
These forces burned railroad depots, bridges, mills, water tanks, and houses, dismantled railroad
tracks, cut telegraph wires, looted stores, and collected ransoms. Although historians cannot be
sure, their purpose was likely three-fold: 1) to create a diversion from Confederate General
Bragg's army in Tennessee; 2) to recruit "copperheads" in Indiana; 3) to escape the Union forces
that were pursuing them (under Brigadier General James M. Shackelford). Indiana, although
populated by small farms, was still significantly forest, which, in addition to the cut telegraphy
lines, made tracking Morgan's progress very difficult.

In response to news that Morgan's forces had crossed the Ohio, on July 9, Governor
Morton sent a telegram to Gen. Lew Wallace on the Kankakee River, asking him to come to
Indianapolis. (Lew Wallace had been relieved of command after the battle of Shiloh in April of
1862 and so was waiting in Indiana to be called back to service.) On July 10, via newspapers
and telegraphs, Gov. Morton ordered that "all able-bodied white male citizens of the several
counties south of the National Road" to form companies and begin to drill. (By the time Morgan
left Indiana, 65,000 men had volunteered.) At the same time, Lew Wallace arrived in
Indianapolis to receive command of 1,100 new soldiers to go to aid the Home Guard in Vernon.
Gov. Morton was particularly worried that Morgan's forces would head toward Indianapolis,
which was largely undefended and held 6,000 Confederate prisoners, as well as a large stock of
arms and ammunition. Lew Wallace and his troops arrived in Vernon early in the morning of
July 11 to find Morgan gone, having taken a route around Vernon to avoid a major battle. Lew
Wallace and the Home Guard of Vernon pursued Morgan to Sunman, but as Morgan's forces
were on horseback and the Indiana troops were on foot, they never saw Morgan's raiders.
Morgan's forces crossed the Whitewater River into Ohio at Harrison, and were pursued across
Ohio almost to the Pennsylvania border before the last of them were captured by Union forces on
July 26, 1863.



Children’s Books about Lew Wallace

Boomhower, Ray. Lew Wallace. Indianapolis, IN: Indiana Historical Society Press, 2005.

Coming Soon!
In Fall 2005, the Indiana Historical Society plans to release a new biography of
Lew Wallace for children. We hope to offer the book from our gift shop.

Schaaf, Martha E. Lew Wallace, Boy Writer. Carmel, IN: Patria Press, Inc., 1961, 2001.

Summary from the back cover:

“Lew Wallace gained world-wide fame as the author of the best-selling novel,
Ben-Hur. But did you know that as a boy, he played hooky from school?
Governor, foreign minister, Civil War general, inventor, artist, and author, Lew
Wallace spent his boyhood in the fields and rivers of his native Midwest. Join
Lew as he rescues his baby brother from beneath the wheels of a carriage and
entertains his friends with portraits from his ‘magic pencil.” Volume 3 of the
Young Patriots Series, Lew Wallace, Boy Writer, features the story of the
childhood of the young author from the age of 5 until the age of 19, and ends with
a brief summary of his adult achievements.”

A note from our staff:

Many school libraries have a copy of this book, but at this time (as far as we
know), a class set does not exist. We have a few reservations about this book.
There are several minor historical inaccuracies and the text reflects the biases of
Lew Wallace’s era (e.g., in descriptions of Native Americans) and of the early
1960s (reflected in some of the author’s comments.)

Copies of the book are available for sale in the Museum gift shop ($14.95
hardcover, $9.95 paperback). A teacher’s guide is also available at the Patria
Press website (www.patriapress.com).



Lew Wallace's Jobs

Introduction
Ask the following questions and write students answers on an overhead. At the end of your
study of Lew Wallace, bring the answers to the questions out again so the students can see what
they have learned.

What do you know about General Lew Wallace?

What would you like to know about General Lew Wallace?

Video
Lew Wallace: The Study of an American Hero. This 15-minute video is available from your
school's library. It covers Lew Wallace’s biography and the building of his study.

Before the video...
Ask the students to pay attention to (and write down?) the many
jobs/occupations/professions that Lew Wallace had over his lifetime.

After the video...
1. Ask the students to list his jobs.

They were:
Artist
Author/Writer
Lawyer
General/Soldier
Governor (of New Mexico Territory)
Diplomat (Minister to Turkey/Ottoman Empire)
Inventor
Architect
Musician/Violinist
Violin-maker
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2. Ask the students what kind of qualities/characteristics/traits a person should have to
be good at each of those jobs. If you would like your class to do the Lew Wallace
Puzzle activity, you can divide your class into 6 groups for each of the jobs in the
puzzle activity, pass out the Lew Wallace Puzzle pieces, and have the students write
down these qualities on half of the puzzle piece.

For example...

Artist: creative

Author/Writer: creative, good at describing things

Lawyer: public speaking, problem-solver

General/Soldier: leader, following/giving orders, disciplined

Governor (of New Mexico Territory): leader, problem-solver

Diplomat (Minister to Turkey/Ottoman Empire): problem-solver, good at talking

with all kinds of people, likes to travel

Inventor: creative, problem-solver, good with mechanical things, good at building

things

¢ Architect: creative, good at thinking about space
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Musician/Violinist: creative, musical
Violin-maker: creative, good at building things

Ask the students:

Which of these qualities do you have?
Which of these jobs might you like to try?

3. Ask the students what kind of education they think you would need to get one of those
jobs today

¢

¢
¢

Most you'd have to graduate from high school (although not necessary for artist,
inventor, musician, or violin-maker)

Specialized schools for many professions (lawyer, general, musician, artist)
Subjects that someone would want to study:

Art to be an artist

English to be an author

English and history to be a lawyer

Social Studies to be a general

Social Studies (history and government) to be a governor

Social Studies (history, government, and other countries) to be a diplomat
Science to be an inventor

Science, Math, and Art to be an architect

Music to be a musician

Art, Science, and woodworking to be a violin-maker
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If you have time, have the students research a profession in the library or using the
internet. (Note: we will probably have a website available by January of 2004 that will
describe these professions in the 1800s and today and that will have links to other
educational websites.)

4. Talk about the kind of education Lew Wallace had for each of his jobs

¢

¢
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Artist: Mixed paints for an artist (Jacob Cox) in Indianapolis when he was 10
years old

Author/Writer: Taught himself grammar from a grammar book after working as a
copyist at the county recorder's office during the day

Lawyer: Studied law with his father and brother

General/Soldier: Learned military tactics (Zouave) from books and from other
military men

Governor (of New Mexico Territory): Leadership experience from the Civil War
Diplomat (Minister to Turkey/Ottoman Empire): Studied for five years about the
history, culture, and geography of the Middle East in preparation for writing Ben-
Hur

Inventor: Was curious

Architect: Studied the architecture of buildings in Europe and Turkey
Musician/Violinist: Learned from other musicians

Violin-maker: Learned from other violin-makers



